
 

Eco-Schools Teaching Ideas 

Fair Go: Global Citizens for Social Justice 

The School Wallet 

Use this activity to develop students’ knowledge about the wide ranging factors affecting, 

and affected by, everyday purchasing choices. Students will consider the concept of 

consumer power in identifying and choosing goods and services that are ethical and 

sustainable. 

Part 1 

Have the students imagine that their school or their house has a wallet containing receipts of 

all of the goods and services that were purchased last term. What are some of the things we 

buy?  

Write some of these expenditures in a list. Encourage students to choose a mixture of 

products and services, with some minor expenses and some major expenses. 

Now expand the list into a table as follows: 

Item Cost ($) Resources Origin 

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 

Write comments for each of the items under 3 factors, with these questions as prompts: 

 Cost 

o Was it a good value for money? If we don’t know what it cost, can we guess if 

it was cheap or expensive? 

o Is it good quality? Will it last? 

o Did we pay a fair price? Would those who produced this product or service 

agree? 

 Resources 

o What materials, fuels and other resources were used to produce this good or 

service? 

o What are the raw materials in the product? 

o How was it transported from its source to our school? 

 Origin 

o Where did it come from? Did the materials in the product all come from the 

same place or different places? 

o What is the environment like in the place/s where the materials came from? 

o Who made it? Are they happy and safe in their job? 

o Did the person that made this product get a fair price? 



 

Part 2 

Your school has decided to become an Eco-School and the principal has agreed 

that all purchases from now on must satisfy a Triple Bottom Line. This means 

they must be: 

1. Fair on cost (value for money) 

2. Fair on people (the people who make the product or carry out the service) 

3. Fair on the planet (habitats, ecosystems, biosphere, atmosphere) 

You job is to do a “Fairness Audit” on the past purchases that are on your list and give each 

item a score. Add a “score” column to the table. 

Wait! Your first job is to invent a scoring system. The scoring system must be able to be 

applied to every item on the list. You can decide how the scoring system will work and test it 

out on your list. 

Use the scoring system to fill in the scores column, and then add a key so that anyone could 

look at your Fairness Audit and understand your scores.  

Write an overall conclusion for your Fairness Audit – are their certain products or services 

that are “good” or “bad”. 

Think and discuss: Share the different scoring systems and conclusions that students have 

designed. Is there one that you think would work the best? Does everyone agree with the 

conclusions? Do we think our choices can influence suppliers and producers? Are there 

examples of this?  

Part 3 

Use the ideas from Parts 1 and 2 to design a credit card sized checklist, decision tree or 

scorecard that shoppers can use to make “Fair Go” purchases - Fair on Cost, Fair on 

People, Fair on the Planet. 

Australian Curriculum Links 

The activity supports the Cross Curriculum Priority of Sustainability and Humanities & Social 
Sciences, especially Geography, for example Year 4 / Geographical Knowledge and 
Understanding (ACHGK024): The natural resources provided by the environment, and 
different views on how they could be used sustainably and The importance of environments to 

animals and people, and different views on how they can be protected (ACHGK022) and Geography 
/ Year 5 / Geographical Inquiry and Skills / Reflecting and responding / (ACHGS039): Reflect 
on their learning to propose individual and collective action in response to a contemporary 
geographical challenge and describe the expected effects of their proposal on different 
groups of people. Civics and Citizenship, for example Problem solving and decision making: 
“Interact with others with respect, share views and recognise there are different points of 
view” (ACHCS007). 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/crosscurriculumpriorities/Sustainability
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACHGK024
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACHGK022
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACHGS039
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACHCS007

