
Litter and Waste Lesson Plan years 
5 and 6

Is our recycling system rubbish? 

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM LINKS: 

Year 6
• The obligations citizens may consider they 

have beyond their own national borders as 
active and informed global 
citizens (ACHASSK148 - Scootle )

Objectives

Year 5
• How people with shared beliefs and values 

work together to achieve a civic 
goal (ACHASSK118 - Scootle )

Students will be able to:
• Understand the way Australia’s current 

recycling system works  
• Identify ways citizens in a democracy can take 

action on social and environmental issues 
• Create a piece of persuasive writing   

POST & PRIOR LEARNING
Students should have some basic 
knowledge about the meaning of 
recycling 

TIME REQUIRED:
2 x 45 minutes

Resources Required

• YouTube video - https://youtu.be/lqrlEsPoyJk [1]
• Bring some clean items of household rubbish to class, ideally including samples of recyclables 

and non-recyclables 

TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES: 

Introduction (10 minutes)

• Display recyclables and non-recyclables  
• Ask students:  

1. What are the items? (rubbish / garbage / plastics etc.) 
2. What happens with these items next? (we throw them out / we sort 
them for recycling) 
3. What will happen to these items once we throw them out? (they will be 
recycled / they will go to landfill) 

• NOTE: You may wish to introduce or recap on the scientific method of observation 
during this lesson segment by challenging your class to be as objective as possible 
about what they see and not projecting prior knowledge (i.e., identifying items as 
plastic containers rather than ‘garbage’ as this term requires assumed knowledge 
about the prior use of the items) 
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Body (25 minutes)

• Introduce today’s lesson & share the learning objective:  
To understand the way Australia’s current recycling system works  

• Bring up 60 minutes YouTube video on Australia’s recycling system and the issue of 
waste exports: 

• https://youtu.be/lqrlEsPoyJk [1]
• Provide students with a list of question prompts for note-taking during the video, 

including: 
1. According to the reporter, why is there a problem with recycling in 
Australia? 
2. What is the challenge that Hayden Brynee’s recycling business faces? 
3. What do most Australian’s not realise about our recycling system? 
4. How did China’s ban on taking in other countries’ rubbish affect 
Australia (and other rich countries)? 

• NOTE: You may wish to pause the video occasionally to check students’ 
understanding - encourage students to ask their peers for clarifications on the 
content of the video 

Conclusion (10 minutes)

• Ask students to reflect on the video by sharing their notes   
• Facilitate a class discussion on the following questions: 

1. Do you think there is a problem with Australia’s current recycling 
system?  
2. What are some of the issues with Australian garbage ending up in 
Malaysia?  
3. Has the video changed the way you look at recycling in our country? 

Introduction (10 minutes)

• Recap on the previous lesson: 
1. What are some of the issues with Australia’s recycling system? 
2. How do the choices we make about our garbage here in Australia affect 
people in other countries?  

• Ask students to think, pair, share on the following questions: 
1. Who is responsible for fixing problems with our recycling system?  
2. What could we do about the problems?  

• You may wish to point out that while our elected representatives are responsible for 
fixing the system, in a democracy we are all responsible for taking action on social and 
environmental issues we see around us.

• NOTE: You may wish to allocate further time to teach students further details about 
Australia’s political system 
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Body (25 minutes)

• Introduce today’s lesson & share the learning objective:  
To identify ways citizens in a democracy can take action on social and 
environmental issues 

• Challenge students to write to their local member of parliament sharing what they 
have learnt about Australia’s recycling system and how some of the challenges could 
be addressed.  

• Free writing frames and word banks to support students’ writing can be found at: 
http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/english/englishD10.htm [2]

Conclusion (10 minutes)

• Students share their work with the rest of the class 
• Ask students to research how they can submit their writing to their local MP for a 

response 
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